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NOVEMBER MEETING: The next regular meeting of the Association
will be held on Thursday evening, the 14th inst., at eight o’clock in the Board
Room of the State Board of Harbor Commissioners, Room 19, 2nd Floor Ferry
Building.

The speaker of the evening will be Dr. George Ruble, Naturalist of Glacier
National Park, who will speak on “The Birds of Glacier National Park.”

A conference of Park Naturalists is now being held in Berkeley, the mem-
bers of which, at the invitation of President Harwell, will be our guests.
Brief addresses, by each of these visitors, will afford an additional treat to all
nature-lovers present. * ¥ *

NOVEMBER FIELD TRIP will be taken Sunday, November 17th, to
Alpine Lake over an easy route away from automobile roads. Distance eight
miles. Purchase round trip tickets to Ross, 60c. Take Sausalito Ferry leaving
foot of Market Street at 8:45 A. M. Bring luncheon and canteens. Charles A.
Bryant, Leader. ^ ^ ^

CHRISTMAS CENSUS for publication in Bird-Lore, will be taken on
Sunday, December 22nd, the Sunday following the regular trip. All those
wishing to help in this work, please send name to Charles A. Bryant, 150
Franklin Street, San Francisco. ¥ ¥ ¥

BOOK NOTICE: OUTDOOR HERITAGE by Harold Child Bryant,
Honorary Member of our Association. Wild life of the mountains, valleys,
shores and deserts of California. Intimate glimpses of the birds and beasts
the traveler in California is likely to meet. Glimpses of the scenic wonders of

California together with the habits of the wilds. Big trees; lakes; game;
fishes; climate. A chapter on the wild life of yesterday, recreated through the
discoveries at La Brea Rancho and elsewhere in the State. Published by Powell
Publishing Company, Los Angeles, California. Price $5.00.

¥ ¥ ¥

SOME ECOLOGICAL FACTORS IN THE LIFE OF A QUAIL
(Continued from last month)

The louse fly lives as an ecto-parasite on the quail and is responsible for

transmitting the parasite from quail to quail. It is interesting to note that

Professor G. F. Ferris of Stanford University had described this fly only a
couple of months before it was my privilege to have discovered the blood para-

site in the quail and that the entire life history of the parasite was worked
out within another year's time. The life history of the fly itself is as yet

unknown.
I wish that it were possible to have the living material to show you in

samples of freshly drawn blood from parasitized quail. The activity exhibited

by the parasite is extremely vigorous and well worth the attention of the

student of microscopic zoology.
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I have tried to point out briefly some of the things that have been learned

about this interesting phase of quail ecology. Time does not permit of my going

into detail regarding the experimental solution of the problem.

Through the helpful co-operation of August Bade, Superintendent of our

State Game Farm at Yountville, California, young quail were reared under

screen and later used in the experiments. These were collected from quail shot

at various places in the State. The experimental work was done at the Depart-

ment of Zoology of the University of California at Berkeley, under the direc-

tion of Professor Charles A. Kofoid.
Regarding the other disease mentioned, and which in my opinion is far

more serious, it has been found thus far only in private aviaries and only in

quail. It came to the attention of the scientific staff of the Division of Fish and
Game only a few months ago. After a flare-up resulting in serious losses, it

seems to have subsided. With the advance information that we now possess,

however, we hope to be able to attack the problem intelligently should the
disease reappear.

In closing, may I let you in on a little secret. As bird lovers you may have
looked upon the Division of Fish and Game as being primarily interested in

propagating birds only for the sportsmen to shoot. After having worked with
these quail as I have for a couple of years I don’t believe that I will ever shoot
quail just for the sport of doing it. You may also be surprised, I think, to learn
that I have heard many of the deputies of the Division express their sentiments
in the same way. The work of the Division, as I see it deals with the protec-

tion and conservation of our natural history resources for “The Benefit, and En-
joyment of the People.” ^ ^ ^

A REVIEW OF ATTAINMENTS: Most worthwhile organizations go
through periods of stress. The real strength of the organization is shown at

such a testing time. Some with loyal support survive; others die. A certain
organization in which you are interested is apparently passing through such a
period of stress. Pessimism reigns: the president has been compelled to leave
the work in other hands; no one is willing to work; the monthly periodical
eats up all of the finances; there is a duplication of effort. If the bases for such
thoughts can be supported the organization is in danger. Personally I align
myself with those who believe that the facts do not justify pessimism, but
optimism.

A review of the history and attainments of the Audubon Association of

the Pacific sums up like this:
1

—

Organized January 25th. 1917, the Association is an organization with
twelve years of history behind it. Many charter members have through the
years attended meetings and staunchly supported its work. Few, if any, have
resigned because unsatisfied with attainment. Interest in birds has been fos-

tered; good fellowship of kindred spirits promoted. Many have been taught
to observe carefully, record accurately. More recently there has been splendid
co-operation with other organizations. Joint committees have been formed on
several occasions. Splendid support has been given a State-wide educational
program in connection with the selection of a State bird. Does this indicate
weakness or strength?

2

—

For twelve years the Audubon Association of the Pacific has conducted
field trips open to all interested. No other group offers such bird study trips.

Nothing promotes more fully, real worthwhile interest in birds.
3—Monthly meetings have shown average groups of twenty gathered to

hear discussions on birds and conservation. Only one other organization in
the bay section offers similar opportunity and it emphasizes membership
rather than open meetings.

4—A worthy publication. Titf, Gri.i.. has:
a.
—Kept the membership in touch with activities,

b—Published the only series of bird censuses of the bay region,
c—Recorded numerous rare occurrences of birds.
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In so doing this publication has contributed to science and has been sorecognized. Records have been trustworthy, durable. In my opinion, a quar-erly pubhca-tion would not be as effective in maintaining these purposes.
'' lien

,

asked about the future of the Audubon Association of the Pacific,
these attainments have passed in mental review. 1 find so little of petty
squabbles, so few mistakes in method or objective that they in no way over-
balance these worthwhile accomplishments.

With this summary in view, no exhortation to members is necessary. Theway is obvious. Carry on! Let’s have a mobilization, draft a working pro-
gram, enlist additional. workers and continue to aid in the studv and protection
of birds. A commendable objective is this. Harold C Bky\nt

* ¥ *
PROCEEDINGS OF THE OCTOBER MEETING: The 153rd regular

meeting of the Audubon Association of the Pacific was held in the Board Room
of the Harbor Commission, Ferry Building, San Francisco, October 10th, 1929,
at 8 P. M. Mrs. G. Earle Kelly, 1st Vice-President, presided.

The question of continuing the publication of Tin: Gui.i, as a monthly or
quarterly, was discussed. The following motion made by Miss Pettit, seconded
by Mr. Bryant, was passed:

“That the membership at large shall be notified through the November
Gull of the difficulties of continuing the monthly publication of one sheet and
shall be asked to express themselves whether or not, under existing circum-
stances, it shall be continued as a monthly or quarterly publication.”

The surprise portion of the evening’s program consisted of an impromptu
short talk by Mrs. Ynez Mexia in which she gave some of the high spots of
her recent trip through Mexico. Mrs. Mexia sails on the lGth inst., for Brazil
for an indefinite period.

Mr. Brighton Cain, Field Naturalist of the Oakland Council of Boy Scouts,
related how the boys of that organization were made acquainted with birds,
through field trips, aviaries, museums, books and clubs, and the assistance
afforded them toward meeting the seven requirements necessary for obtaining
the Bird Study Merit Badge.

¥ ¥ V
CHANGING GULL FROM A MONTHLY TO QUARTERLY: En-

closed please find a ballot on which the members, subscribers and readers of
our Gull are asked to express their preference in the matter of changing The
Gull from a monthly to a quarterly. Please mark and sign the ballot and mail
to Mrs. A. B. Stephens, 1695 Filbert Street, San Francisco, not later than
Tuesday, December 10th, so that the result may be announced at the meeting
on the 12th.

REASONS FOR CHANGING THE GULL TO A QUARTERLY
1

—

The difficulty of obtaining interesting material for publication each month.
2

—

The using of practically all of our income for the publication of The Gull.
REASONS FOR RETAINING THE GULL AS A MONTHLY

1—The Gui i, is our only contact with over 60% of our membership. If changed
to a quarterly this contact would be seriously impaired with the probable
result of a depleted membership.

2- -The Gull as a monthly serves a need in the community for a publication
popular in character, for the beginners in bird study, while at the same
time gathering and recording interesting observations. Its cost is justified

and the publication of such a paper should be encouraged.
* ¥ ¥

OCTOBER FIELD TRIP was taken on Sunday, the 13th, to Lake Mer-
ced, the walk starting at Junipero Serra Boulevard and Randolph Avenue,
with Mr. C. W. Lockerbie as leader.

The party divided into two groups at the head of the ravine, in order to

work both edges. While the activities of spring were absent, we were, never-

theless. repaid in some measure by the trill of the wrentit, the notes of the
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Vigors wren and the incomplete songs of many young Nnttall sparrows. Bush-
tits gleaned from bush to bush and numerous Audubon warblers flitted about.

Fox sparrows were in evidence as were many golden-crowned sparrows. A
covey of quail was flushed and flickers added a dash of color to the scene.

Luncheon was eaten on the east side of the lake where recently many
interesting shore birds had been reported. The only birds found here, however,
were a few killdeer, one Wilson snipe and two Virginia rails, the latter ventur-

ing forth from the tule repeatedly. A dead green-winged teal was retrieved

from the water’s edge and was found to have been shot. This mute evidence,

together with row boats on the lake (and the finding of dead killdeer and
grebes a few weeks before), signified shooting parties, which may account for

the total absence of our resident mallards, and the scarcity of ruddies and
other species on the lake.

On the north lake two large flocks of grebes were seen massed together

too closely for counting. Apparently they were feeding on moss near the
surface, for instead of diving for their food as they are customarily seen to

do, they were all actively engaged in ducking their heads in rapid succession,

obtaining something which they devoured greedily. After observing these

flocks for some time it was discovered that they contained two species; the
eared grebe and the horned grebe, the latter being identified by their thicker

necks, stouter bills and whiter cheeks. Later the leader returned to the lake

and found the grebes resting near the shore and counted eighty-four in one
flock.

In the tules near by was a large flock of red-winged blackbirds, mostly
young, with a sprinkling of tri-colored, singing their vespers. This evening
chorus seemed a fitting close for an ideal fall Sunday.

Birds observed were: horned, American eared, western and pied-billed

grebes; Farallon double-crested cormorant; California great blue heron; black-

crowned night heron; shoveller and ruddy ducks; sharp-shinned, Cooper,
marsh and desert sparrow hawks; coast California quail; Virginia rail;

American coot; northern killdeer; Wilson snipe; northern phalarope; north-

ern western and California gulls; Anna hummingbird; western belted king-

fisher; Monterey red-shafted flicker; black phoebe; Santa Cruz chestnut-backed
chickadee; Pacific Coast bush-tit; intermediate wren-tit; Vigors bewick and
tule marsh wrens; western robin; dwarf hermit thrush; western ruby-crowned
kinglet; Pacific Audubon warbler; San Francisco yellow-throat; western
meadowlark; San Francisco red-winged, tri-colored red-winged and California
Brewer blackbirds; English house sparrow; California linnet; green-backed
Arkansas goldfinch; San Francisco spotted towhee; fox sparrow; Point Pinos
Oregon junco; golden-crowned, Nnttall white-crowned and Santa Cruz song
sparrows. Forty-eight species. Lillian M. Lockerbie, Historian.

Members in attendance were: Mesdames Lockerbie, Stephens; Misses
Ames, Kautz, Pettit, Rinehart; Dr. Card; Messrs. Jencks, Lockerbie, Myer,
Stephens. Guests: Mrs. Cummings of the Pasadena Audubon Society; Miss
Colt; Messrs. Kloss, Mitchell, Reed and Smith.
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